BLAYNEY FESTIVAL A HUGE SUCCESS

The Kingspan Muckno Mania Festival which took place last weekend was deemed a huge success by all accounts.  The Festival is planned and implemented by a dedicated group of individuals from within the community and they also engage further assistance from local people on the weekend of the Festival.
The Festival is run under the auspices of Castleblayney Community Enterprise, who provide the management and resources to make it all possible.

This years Festival was again sponsored by local firm Kingspan and they were celebrating this weekend too having emerged victorious in the Tug of War competition.

One of the many talking points of the weekend was the sight of a Hot Air Balloon in the skies on Saturday and Sunday which was a first for the town.

Twenty one year old Denise Connolly was also crowned on Saturday Night as Festival Queen for the coming year.  Denise a student Teacher who was representing Watters Mace Supermarket took over the title from outgoing Queen Blaithin Mc Cooey.

On the commencement day of the Festival Castleblayney Tidy Towns and Town Council in conjunction with the residents of Lakeview and the invaluable financial assistance of various State and European Funding Bodies, officially opened the new Mindszenty Park Project.  The facility is a credit to all involved.  Before this there was plenty of fun and crack at the Mad Hatters Tea Party which had prizes for Hats, Fancy Dress and budding singers. 
The Soap Box race was run also on this day too and there was great interest in the many fine soap boxes that were constructed for the event.

The conclusion of Friday night also staged a magnificent performance by Different Drums of Ireland this event was preceded by a performance from Fuinneamh Music and Dance Troop who had the previous weekend won a world title in Wales, also on stage were Scoil Rince Ulaid.
Another of the main talking points over the weekend was the staging of the ‘Stars in Your Eyes’ Competition in the Glencarn Hotel.  The popular event which puts local people on stage in roles not of their choice is a hugely hilarious and entertaining feast.  The outcome is also unpredictable as the rules provide that you buy your vote for the best act, so money talks.   All good fun and money raised goes in to the staging of next years Festival.

Saturday night also staged a cross-border event in the restaurant of the Hotel.  This was a ‘Singles Event’ hosted by Sile Seoige of RTE.  The event, which is run in conjunction with Feile Chamlocha, is part of the CASA Programme of events which is a joint effort by Castleblayney Town Council and Newry and Mourne Council. The project is supported by the EU INTERREG 111A programme for Ireland/Northern Ireland.

Saturday’s events also included a series of workshops around the town, a bus tour to Armagh Planetarium, a Monaghan Way walk and two full house performances by the Noel Lambert Puppet Theatre.

In St Mary’s Park the sports day was another great success and boys Juvenile and Ladies football matches were played involving Blayney V. Culloville  in the boys and Blayney V. Doohamlet in the ladies.

Sunday’s events were also a huge success and included ‘Pimp my Ride’ which is ultimately a display of modified cars.  On the day too a new ‘Lord of the Lake ‘was crowned William Swartz from South Africa and Australian Judith Sheenan reclaimed her ‘Lady of the Lake’ title.  Many people too also took the opportunity provided by Monaghan Sub Aqua to take a boat trip on the Lake.

Many other events occurred on the day which included a Vintage Car and Tractor display and ‘It’s a Knock Out’ competition as well as a Fishing Festival, Face Painting, Bouncy Castles and Slides, Walk About Clown, Circus Trapeze  Act, Rodeo Bull, and Novelty Challenges.  
There was also a live band performance on the Gig Rig by Brier Folk and sightings of Wilbert the Festival Pig and Frankenstein were also reported.

Throughout the weekend there was music in the many pubs about the town.

Winners of Events at Kingspan Muckno Mania Festival 2007

Mad Hatters Tea Party Mad Hat: Jessica Harte and Sarah O'Reilly, Ceannas Murphy, Declan Hughes.

Most Creative: Pauric Murray, Ryan Connolly, Jodi McQuillan.

Most Colourful: Maria Connolly, Clodagh Duffy, Eimear Gleeson.

Most Suited to Wearer:  Amy Fox, Katya and Anastia (Chernobly) Allannah Mulligan.

Most Effort:  Karen Markey, Michelle Fox, Jessica Hanratty.

Fancy Dress:  U-4 Francessca Hanratty, Pauric McBride, Joe Carey.  U-6 Pauric Christie, Conor Mulligan, Louise Gorman.  U-10 Jessica Hanratty, Allannah Mulligan, Elaine McGuinness. Over-10 Niamh Walsh.  Group Áine Walsh, Matthew Connolly, Aisling Walsh, Ben Connolly.

Festival Queen Challenge:  Louise Gorman, Claire Ward, Ciara Meegan.

Sports Day Winners: U- 5 + U-6 Boys: Aaron Mulligan, Joseph Hughes, Leon Campbell.

U-5 + U-6 Girls: Corinne McKenna, Lisa Rooney, Alicia McVeagh.

Tots Girls and Boys: Cian McKenna, Blarlaith Brehony, Thomas Hughes.

U-4 Boys: Tom Brennan, Joe Carey, Leo Maloney and Cormac McDonald.

U-4 Girls: Jodie McQuillan, Eimear McKernan.

U-5 Boys: Geroid Coyle, Conor Mulligan, Tom Brennan.

U-5 Girls: Ciara Mulligan, Rachel Comiskey, Chloe McDonnell.

U-8 Boys: Cormac McKenna, Aaron Mulligan, Matthew Connolly.

U-8 Girls:  Caoimhe McVeagh, Shauna Coogan, Sheena McKenna.

U-7 Boys:  Cormac McKenna, Aaron Mulligan, Mathew Connolly and Jack Callan.

U-7 Girls:  Aine Clarke, Corinne McKenna, Amy Needem.

U-9 Boys: Ruaire Farrell, Dima from Belarus, Conor Hughes.

U-9 Girls: Caoimhe McVeagh, Shauna Coogan, Elaine McGuinness and Corinne McKenna.

U-11 Boys: Conor McVeagh, Aidan McElroy, Caolan Comiskey.

U-11 Girls: Alannah McElroy, Karen Markey, Jessica Cullen.

U-12 Boys: Conor McVeagh, Aidan McElroy and Ronan McNamara, Caolan Comiskey.

U-12 Girls: Karen Markey, Alannah McElroy, Jessica Cullen.

Mothers: Frances Merrick, Noeleen McVeagh, Orla Mulligan.

U-13 Boys: Aidan McElroy, Ronan McNamara, Caolan Comiskey.

U-13 + 14: Karen Markey, Jessica Cullen, Alannah McElroy.

U-9 Boys: Cormac McKenna, Colin Gorman, Ruairí Farrell and Conor Hughes.

U-9 Girls: Caoimhe McVeagh, Dervla Keenan Sheena McKenna and Elaine McGuinness.

Tots Girls and Boys: Conor Boyle, Sophie Connolly, Charlie McQuillan.

U-5 Girls and Boys: Áine Walsh, Conor McKernan, Louise Gorman.

U-7 Boys and Girls: Frances Keenan, Amy Needem, Ryan Casey.

U-9 Boys and Girls: Michelle Forde, Colm Merrick, Dervla Keenan.

Backwards Race U-12: Alannah McElroy, Jessica Cullen, Nessa Kelly.

U-8: Áine Walsh, Áine Clarke, Billy Brennan and Alannah Mulligan.

U-7: Comac McKenna and Matthew Connolly, Sergey (Belarus), Frances Keenan.

U-9: Elaine McGuinness, Michelle Forde and Shauna Coogan, Dervla Keenan.

Wheelbarrow Race Girls: Elaine McGuinness, Saoirse Brehony and Áine Walsh, Sheena McKenna and Michelle Forde.  Boys: Brian Casey and Matthew Connolly, Jack Callan and Joseph Hughes, Cormac McKenna and Colin Gorman.

Hop Race U-7 Girls and Boys: Áine Clarke, Cormac McKenna, Frances Keenan.

U-8: Sergey (Belarus), Jack Callan, Ilia from Belarus.

U-11: Ronan McNamara, Ronan Merrick, Nessa Kelly.

U-12: Conor McVeagh, Brandon Duffy, Sarah O'Reilly.

Long Puck Girls: Emma Forde, Eimear Daly, Olga Tavey.

Boys: David McMahon, James McCooey, Kevin Macken.

Fathers Race: Ray Mulligan, Tom Miller, Pat Merrick.

Penalty Shoot: U-8 Aaron Mulligan. U-10 James Macken. Over 12 Darren McElroy.

Long Distance: Darren McElroy, Thomas Gorman, Conor McVeagh and Brandon Duffy.

Girls: Nessa Kelly, Alannah McElroy, Karen Markey.

Festival Queens Race: Charlene Connor, Ciara Meegan, Barbara Comiskey.

U-5 Boys: Jack Casey, Fionn Meegan, Alan Needem and Conor Hamilton.

Toddlers: Ruairí Kierans, Cian McKenna, Olga McKenna.

Stars in Your Eyes: Winners The Enterprise Centre.  Runners-Up The Nutcrackers.

Tug O' War: Winners Kingspan.  Runners-Up Wrights Concrete Ltd. 

Blayney Got Talent: Disco Dancing: Shauna Coogan and Amy McCullagh - Singing: Rebecca Burns, Louise Gorman, Rebecca Hanratty and Gena Lowry, Jessica Hanratty, Shauna Duffy.  Line Dancing: Áine Walsh.

Lord and Lady of the Lake: William Swartz, South Africa.  Judith Sheehan, Australia.

